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In each country, the Ministry of Justice stands at the head of 
the institutions concerned with disseminating legal culture, 
educating citizens to know their rights and support them, and 
realizing their duties and encouraging them to fulfil these are 
among the core tasks of the ministry that are not usually visible 
in the public domain. While the faculties of law are involved in 
the field of law teaching and legal research support, the Ministry 
of Justice, through the Legal Research Centre, decided to make 
its contribution in the field of scientific research, but in a new 
style that brings together originality and contemporality in the 
field of publishing legal research that concerns all fields related 
to the right, law and the state, being the hierarchical triad of 
all juridical studies, in a manner consistent with and observing 
the internationally known publishing rules, and supports the 
novelty of scientific research through research peer-viewing 
and subjecting it to an accurate and precise scientific evaluation 
consistent with the well-established scientific contexts  
recognized by the competent scientific authorities. The Ministry 
of Higher Education and Scientific Research was the prominent 
supporter of this project, which encompasses it with a fortified 
scientific framework, and will make the journal a supportive tool 
to all researchers in order to publish their legal research, whether 
the purpose of publishing is to strengthening the legal culture, 
or to benefit from publishing the research for the purposes of 
consolidating research and scientific promotion for teaching staff 
in faculties of law and institutes specialized in law study.
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The Establishing Idea
We, the Editorial Board, have seen the great care and enthusiasm of the Minister 
of Justice in the Kurdistan Regional Government of Iraq, Professor “Farsat 
Ahmad Abdullah”, who was behind the idea of   establishing the Legal Research 
Center in the Ministry, and he overcame all obstacles to preparing the journal 
and bringing it to light, and from the keenness of the Editorial Board Supported 
by the opinion of the Minister, the journal took the initiative to choose the phrase 
(the Social Contract). This title contains meanings related to the idea of right, 
law and the state. It is the term that was used for theories that explained the 
emergence of the state, and it expresses the general will represented by the 
law, In addition to the fact that it highlights the role and status of rights in setting 
laws and regulations, sponsoring and organizing them, and it will constitute a 
landmark for the journal that distinguishes it from other journals specialized in 
publishing legal research.

The law, with its prominent role in society, is its pulse and the true regulator 
for it makes us face a scientific and social responsibility in publishing all the 
developments taking place within its scope, and because Iraq and the Kurdistan 
Region lack a journal of an international character, whose position derives from 
the diversity of experiences of its advisory body in all disciplines and multiple 
countries, and it will surround itself with a set of procedures that prevent 
favouritism or preference except per the abstract objective scientific foundations 
approved by satisfied scientific journals and known worldwide. The referees 
for research will be from outside the editorial board's circle, and the scholarly 
peer-review process will be framed. With a confidential nature that guarantees 
the impartiality and objectivity of the referee. It is also the only journal that 
does not charge the researcher fees for publishing his research. and it also 
offers periodic appreciation awards for the three best research papers from a 
scientific point of view each year, for every two issues; from here, the journal's 
mission is embodied in supporting legal research. It corresponds to advance the 
legal reality and develop state and government institutions concerned with legal 
affairs, whether it is a legislative, judicial or administrative matter.

A semi-annual peer-reviewed journal concerns with publishing legal 
research and studies in Arabic, Kurdish and English languages, will be 
issued by the Legal Research Center at the Ministry of Justice in the 

Kurdistan Regional Government of Iraq.

The General Supervisor
Mr. Farsat  Ahmad  Abdullah

Minister of Justice
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The Editorial Board of the Social Contract journal is consisting of:
The Editorial Board

Journal Characterization
The SCJ will be the journal for all legal professionals in Iraq in general and 
the Kurdistan Region in particular, and will launch towards globalization, for 
its reliance on internationally approved foundations, and its adoption of the 
scientific standards recognized in all international journals recognized for 
their scientific and sobriety. The scholar and researcher will find the right 
place to disseminate constructive, valuable, and original ideas. It will be 
issued only to support the scientific research movement in the field of legal 
studies, to achieve its goals in publishing Legal culture and the establishment 
of a new era that crystallizes the meanings advocated by thinkers in 
raising the word of truth and making justice a value that transcends all its 
obstacles, consecrating virtues and making the law closer to morals than 
ever before, devoting our effort towards achieving goodness, peace, security, 
and reassurance for every right holder found in the law his sanctuary, and 
witnessed the justice under the authority of the state, which he participated 
to create through the Social Contract.
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Technical Supervision

Professor of civil law, PhD. from the University of Mosul in 2000, and a Professor at the University of 
Sulaymaniyah 2010, he has worked as a lecturer in many universities in Iraq, Jordan, the Emirates and Bahrain. 
He is the author of various books and research papers in the field of civil law and philosophy of law.

Professor of Civil Law, assistant chancellor for 
branch affairs , University of Sharjah-UAE، PhD. from 
University of Nantes-France 1994، He has worked as a 
faculty in many universities in Jordan, Qatar, and UAE، 
He is the author of various refereed books, journals and 
conference articles in the field of Civil Law.

Professor of Civil Law, PhD. from the University of 
Sulaymaniyah in 2010, and a professor from Soran in 
2019, he has published many articles in the field of civil 
law, and he is currently the President of the Cabinet of 
the Council of Ministers of the Kurdistan Region of Iraq.

Assistant Professor of Administrative Law (Associate), 
PhD. University of Sulaymaniyah 2010, and Assistant 
Professor from the University in 2014,  he is the Dean 
of the Faculty of Law at the University of Sulaymaniyah.

Assistant Professor of Civil Law (Associate), PhD. 
from Sulaymaniyah University in 2011, and Assistant 
Professor from University of Duhok in 2015.

Lecturer of Civil Law, PhD. from the University of 
Sulaymaniyah in 2019, he is currently the Director of 
Scientific Affairs at the Ministry of Higher Education 
in the KRG.

Assistant Professor of Commercial Law (Associate), 
PhD. from the University of Mosul in 2002, Assistant 
Professor from the University of Duhok in 2006, and he 
is currently the Senior Adviser in the Shura Council of 
the Kurdistan Region of Iraq.

Assistant Professor of Public International Law 
(Associate), PhD. University of Portsmouth, United 
Kingdom, 2015, Assistant Professor at Soran 
University 2019.

Turin university-Italy,he is currently a legal advisor 
to the ministry of justice in the Kurdistan regional 
government-iraq



The Journal's Advisory Board:
The journal received highly effective scientific support from competent 
scholarly figures from multiple countries attested by its rich and sober 
scientific output, as the members of the advisory board of the journal 
expressed their great happiness in joining the journal's family, and the 
journal will benefit from the accumulation of their experiences and their 
good opinions. The following is the listing of the names of the advisory body 
for the journal, according to the alphabet:

Prof. Dr. Akram Ya Malki

Prof. Dr. Hossam El-Din Al-Ahwani

Prof. Dr. Carlos Fernández Lisa

Prof. Dr. Jan DE GROOF

Adviser Prof. Dr Adel Al-Tabtabaei

Professor Munir Maniruzzaman

Prof. Dr. Shehabi Al-Sharqawi

Prof. Dr. Rene Hosteau

Prof. Dr. Jaafar Al-Fadhli

Prof. Dr. Ali Hadi Al-Hilali

Prof. Dr.
Abdel-Fattah Abdul-Razzaq Mahmoud

Prof. Dr. Haitham Hamed Al-Masarwa

Prof. Tamim Taher Al-Jader

Adviser Dr. Saleh Ibrahim Al-Ghaithith

Prof. Dr. Muhammad Shalal Al-Ani

Dr. Harith Al-Dabbagh

Prof. Dr. Faiq Al-Shamaa

Prof. Dr. Walid El-Shenawy

Former Professor of Commercial Law at the 
University of Baghdad - Iraq

Professor of Civil Law, Ain Shams University - 
Egypt

Professor of Public International Law and 
International Relations, the University of 
Carlos III in Madrid - Spain

Professor at the Law Faculty, Antwerp University- 
Belgium 

Advisor at the Amiri Diwan, Professor of 
Public Law, and Dean of the Faculty of Law at 
Kuwait University- Kuwait

Chair in International and Business Law, 
University of Portsmouth-UK

Professor of Civil Law, College of Law and Political 
Science, King Saud University-KSA

Professor of Constitutional Law, University of 
Nantes - France

Professor of Civil Law at the University of Mosul 
- Iraq

Professor of Public Law, and Dean of the 
College of Law, University of Baghdad- Iraq

Professor of Public International Law, & currently 
the undersecretary of the Ministry of Higher 
Education & Scientific Research in the Kurdistan 
Regional Government of Iraq

Professor of Civil Law, King Abdulaziz 
University - Saudi Arabia

Professor of Criminal Law, Al-Mustansiriya 
University - Iraq

Chairman of the Council of Advisors in 
Parliament/ Editor-in-Chief of Legal Studies 
Journal - Bahrain

Professor of Criminal Law, University of 
Sharjah - UAE

Associate Professor of Comparative Law and 
Private International Law, University of Montreal 
- Canada

an experienced professor of commercial law, 
University of Baghdad - Iraq

Professor of Public Law, Mansoura 
University - Egypt



Publishing Rules
The journal publishes legal research and legal studies in Arabic, 
Kurdish and English, and it is concerned with publishing all 
research and studies related to the journal's fields of interest, 
as well as commenting on judicial rulings, abstracts of academic 
theses and dissertations from masters and doctorates, scientific 
reports on seminars and conferences, and presenting and 
reviewing new books and publishing the activities of the Legal 
Research Center at the Ministry of Justice, including seminars, 
scientific conferences, and round tables, and translating legal 
research from other languages. And that is according to the 
following rules:

Scientific Research & Studies:
General Rules

An undertaking from the researcher that the research or study has not 
been previously published - on paper or electronically - and that it is not 
submitted for publication to any other party.

The research should be characterized by depth, originality, and a new 
contribution to legal knowledge.

Commitment to scientific research principles and general rules, and 
observance of accurate scientific documentation of research materials.

The research or study should not be part of a doctoral thesis or a 
master's dissertation submitted by the researcher, or part of a book he 
has previously published.

The number of research or study word should not exceed 15,000 words, 
including references, margins, tables, figures, and appendices.

The research may not be published in another scientific journal after 
approval of its publication in the Social Contract journal.

The research papers shall be sent in printed form to the e-mail of the 
journal, and the precise correction should be taken into account in the 
sent copy.

The researcher should attach an abstract of his research within the 
limits of one page in Arabic, Kurdish, and English languages.

The materials included in the published research express the opinions of 
their owners and do not necessarily express the opinion of the journal.

Research papers are sent to the address of the editor-in-chief of the 
Social Contract Journal or the journal's email.

The researcher should attach a brief of his biography.
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Commentary on Judicial Rulings

Presentation of University Thesis Abstracts

Reports of Scientific Meetings

B

C

D

The journal publishes commentary on judicial rulings, believing in 
the importance of legal scholarly opinions in analyzing, establishing, 
and criticizing the judgment based on the reality of the link between 
law theory and science, and practical application, according to the 
following rules:
 The commentator should be a law specialist.
 That the commentary deals with a final judgment that the appeal 
has been exhausted.

 The comment only discusses the principles on which the judgment 
has built its basis.

 Not presenting any abuse to the judicial body and the judges who 
issued it.

The journal publishes summaries of university theses and 
dissertations (master's - doctorate) that have been approved, 
taking into account that they are recent, that they are prepared by 
the author of the thesis, and that they represent a new academic 
contribution in one of the known fields of law, provided that the 
presentation does not exceed (10) pages, taking into account that It 
includes the following:
 An introduction to the significance of the thesis topic.
 A summary of the thesis topic and how to define, and it shall be 
included in the thesis.

 A summary of the methodology, hypothesis, and tools.
 A conclusion of the most important findings and recommendations 
by the author.

The journal publishes scientific reports on seminars and 
conferences whose topics are related to one or more of the journal's 
areas of interest, which were held recently in the Kurdistan Region 
or Iraq and the outside country, and taking into account:
 That the report covers the activities of the symposium or 
conference, focusing on scientific research and the submitted 
working papers and their results, and the most important 
recommendations reached.

 The report should not exceed (5) pages.

Special Rules
A list of references shall be allocated at the end of the research, which 
includes all the references to which have been referred to in the text, 
and shall be placed on separate pages, provided that the sources and 
references are arranged to start with the Arabic sources and then the 
foreign sources.
Footnotes are indicated by serial numbers throughout the research 
pages, and they are explained and numbered according to their sequence.

Each researcher is given one copy of the issue in which his research is 
published, along with five extracts from his published research.
The journal reserves all copyright - paper and electronic - for the 
accepted research.
The order of the research published in the journal is subject to technical 
considerations.

1

2

3

4

5



Note:
Researches and studies are sent
to the email of the editor-in-chief,

 Prof. Dr. Mohammed Sulaiman Al-Ahmed

prof.alahmed@gmail.com
Mobile: +964 77 021 77000

+964 75 074 13811

Displaing & Reviewing Books

Translating Foreign Research Into One of 
the Journal's Languages

E

F

The journal publishes evaluative reviews of recently published 
or old-published books if the editorial board is satisfied with the 
richness of its content, about any field of law in which the following 
conditions are met:
 The book should be distinguished and include a new scientific 
contribution.

 The reviewer must be a specialist in the same scientific field as 
the book.

 The proposal has not been submitted for dissemination in another 
publication.

 The reviewer must present a complete summary of the contents 
of the book with an indication of the most important aspects of 
distinctions and shortcomings, provided that the presentation 
does not exceed (5) pages.

 The journal offers a financial grant for reviewing the books, which 
is only commissioned by the journal.

The journal publishes translations of foreign legal research into one 
of the journal's languages; Arabic, Kurdish or English, as part of the 
activities of the Comparative Law Studies Unit of the Legal Research 
Center. This is by following the regulations adopted in translation on 
the one hand, and the controls of the mentioned unit on the other 
hand.
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